NATIONAL CANNERS ASSOCIATION 


Information Letter 


FOR N. C. A. MEMBERS 


No. 158 Washington, D. C. May 1, 1926 
CONTENTS 


age Page 
State quarantines” authorized 22 Standardization of hampers and bas 
Marking of fiber canned food contain- kets p 2 
Keocarch and women's opportunities, . canned plneapples 
Kelvtive vitamin content of food ma- Testing of seed corn 
terials Malayan pineapple exports 
Hullctin on pear psylla control Separate classification planned 
Freght movement increases canned berries 
Wholesale trade 2 Imports of tomato products from Italy 232 
Condition of retail trade po 
Beef canned in 1445 good 
Bill would authorize cooperative ad- 
vertising agreements 


State Quarantines Authorized 


Reference has been made in earlier Information Letters to 
the decision of the U. S. Supreme Court adverse to state quar- 
antine laws and to pending legislation giving states authority 
to make such quarantines. Congress has since passed, and the 
President has approved, Senate Joint Resolution 78, which so 
amends the Plant Quarantine Act as to allow states to quaran- 
tine against the shipment therein or through of plants, plant 
products, and other articles found to be diseased or infested 
when not covered by a quarantine established by the Secretary 
of Agriculture. 

The Supreme Court having held, prior to the enactment of 
this amendment, that state quarantine laws were invalid, a ques- 
tion remains as to whether it will be necessary for states to re- 
enact their quarantine laws in order to make them effective. 


Marking of Fiber Canned Food Containers 


In a case involving additional charges collected on a carload 
of canned fruit from Canon City, Colo., to San Franisco, because 
the shipper failed to mark the boxes with a description of the 
contents, the Interstate Commerce Commission has found that 
the tariff rule requiring that fiber boxes be marked with a de- 
scription of the contents is unreasonable as applied to carload 
shipments, and has awarded the complainant the amount of such 
additional charges with interest from the date of payment 
thereof. In its decision the Commission stated: 

“The requirement that fiber boxes be marked with a de- 
scription of the contents was considered in Tobacco Products 
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Corp. v. Director General, 55, 1. C. C. 69. It was there found 
to be proper for less-than-carload shipments of cigarettes. More 
recently the question as to the propriety of this general require- 
ment was presented in Penalty Charge on Shipments in Fiber 
Boxes, 95 1. C. C. 528. In that case a number of carriers oper- 
ating principally under the official classification sought to elim- 
inate the rule through the medium of exceptions to the classifi- 
cation, and the item containing the proposed modification was 
suspended. Representatives of the southern and western clas- 
sification, while not formal protestants, appeared in opposition 
to the proposed change, agreeing, however, that the classifica- 
tions would be amended to conform to our decision should we 
find that cancellation or modification of the rule was justified. 
Practically the same facts and contentions in support of the con- 
tinuance of the rule as are advanced by the defendants herein 
were put forward by the western and southern classification 
committees in the case cited. The position of respondents in 
that case was that whatever benefits might accrue from marking 
the packages were offset by the fact that such markings facili- 
tated the operations of thieves and increased the carriers’ losses 
from that source. We there found that the suspended schedules 
were justified, pointing out among other things that the express 
companies do not require shippers to mark fiber boxes with a 
description of the contents. We also suggested that in order to 
facilitate the checking of packages the carriers might establish 
a uniform rule requiring shippers to place a symbol or number 
on the outside of fiber boxes, a corresponding symbol or number 
to be shown on the bill of lading and shipping order. Respon- 
dents in that proceeding thereafter withdrew and canceled the 
suspended schedules, and no change has been made in the clas- 
sification rule.” 


Research and Women's Opportunities 


The Women's Bureau of the U. S. Department of Labor has 
issued a 54-page bulletin on the “Effects of Applied Research 
Upon the Employment Opportunities of American Women”, in 
which reference is made to the canning industry, particularly 
the part that the development of machinery has played in 
changing employment conditions for women, 

“By 1870”, the bulletin states, “there were 6,713 adults em- 
ployed in canning occupations. Of these employees 61.2 per 
cent were women. At this time cans were made by hand by 
tinkers in the canning factory. The women prepared fruits 
and vegetables by hand and filled the cans with these and with 
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sirups. Then men cappers soldered the top on each can with 
a tinner’s copper. Other men for the processing lowered the 
pans of cans into boiling water. In 1874 the combination closed 
kettle for cooking with super-heated water or live steam was 
invented, Next came a filling machine. In 1885 the first auto- 
matic can-making equipment was operated, As this was per- 
fected, can making ceased to be done as a regular part of can- 
nery work, can-making factories becoming independent estab- 
lishments where the automatic machinery was tended by women 
and children. 

“Jn 1887 a capping machine was invented, and as this gained 
a foothold the skilled men who had done the handcapping dis- 
appeared from the trade. A girl tended the capping machine. 
Then in 1903 came the sanitary can. Since that time machines 
have been invented to vine and shell peas, to husk, cut, and silk 
corn, and to grade fruit and vegetables as to size. The conveyor 
belt systems which carry materials from one section of the 
cannery to another have come into use. With every introduc- 
tion of a machine which prepares fruit or vegetables or sorts 
or grades them, the number of women employed per canning 
unit is lessened, but the growth of the industry has, been such 
that the actual numbers of women employed continue to increase. 
In 1919 there were 107,807 women employed in canning and 


preserving fruits and vegetables, preserves and sauces, fish and 
oysters, or of a total number of 198,337 adult employed, women 
constituted 54.4 per cent.” 


Relative Vitamin Content of Food Materials 

A table showing the distribution of vitamins A, B and C 
in food materials has been prepared by Miss Sibyl Smith, Spe- 
cialist in Biochemistry of the U. S. Department of Agriculture, 
and issued in pamphlet form by the Bureau of Home Economics 
of that Department. The pamphlet also contains a selected list 
of references to literature reporting the occurrence of vitamins 
and the technique of vitamin studies. The table is to be issued 
in separate form, and copies can be obtained by writing to the 
Bureau of Home Economics, U. S. Department of Agriculture, 
Washington. 

In the table the relative vitamin content of food materials 
is indicated by a series of symbols. The table shows, as devel- 
oped by the vitamin studies conducted by Columbia University 
in collaboration with the National Canners Association, that 
commercially canned apples, cabbage and spinach are superior 
in vitamin content to the same foods home cooked, 
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Bulletin on Pear Psylla Control 


“Controlling Pear Psylla With Sprays and Dusts”, a new 
publication issued by the State Experiment Station at Geneva, 
N. Y., contains directions for the use of sprays and dusts, to- 
gether with information on the relative value of different 
methods of combating psyllas and of the cost of various methods. 
Those interested in the details may obtain a copy of the Bulletin 
from the Station. 


Freight Movement Increases 


Car loadings during the week ended April 17 were 35,429 
cars greater than during the preceding week. The total loadings 
were 964,935 cars. This is also an increase of 41,091 cars over 
the corresponding week last year and 88,019 cars over the corre- 
sponding week of 1924, 


Wholesale Trade Conditions 


Sales of wholesale firms were in about the same volume in 
the first quarter of 1926 as in the corresponding period of last 
year, according to reports received by the Federal Reserve Sys- 
tem. Sales of meat, shoes, and drugs were slightly larger, while 
those of groceries, dry goods, and hardware showed small de- 
clines. Stocks of all leading lines of merchandise, except gro- 
ceries and drugs, carried by the reporting firms averaged smal- 
ler during the quarter than in 1925. When compared with 
March of last year sales of groceries, meats, shoes and drugs 
were larger, but sales of dry goods and hardware were smaller. 
Value of stocks of principal lines of merchandise carried by 
wholesale dealers, except groceries and shoes, increased slightly 
in March and were larger at the end of the month than at the 
end of February. Compared with March a year ago inventories 
were generally smaller, except for groceries and drugs. Re- 
ports received from firms in several districts indicate that ac- 
counts receivable outstanding at wholesale firms at the end of 
March were larger for all lines than at the end of February and 
were somewhat larger than a year earlier. 


Canada Proposes Lowering Sales Tax on Fish 


Budget proposals presented to the Canadian Parliament on 
April 15 provide, among other things, for the reduction of the 
sales tax on fish or products thereof, canned but not medicated, 
from 5 per cent to 2!4% per cent. 
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Hearing on Pimiento Case 


Final hearings before the U. S. Board of General Appraisers 
on the commercial designation of whole pimientos was held on 
April 28. The section of the present tariff act covering this pro- 
duct was virtually set aside in October, 1924, as a result of 
court action instituted by the impcrters of the Spanish goods. 
By that action the imported goods were permitted entry at very 
low rates, and the government has now prosecuted the case in 
an endeavor to secure the higher rate that the law provides. A 
decision is expected within a short time. 


Standardization of Hampers and Baskets Proposed 


The Senate Committee on Manufactures has favorably re- 
ported a bill (S. 3926) which would fix standards for hampers, 
round-stave baskets and splint baskets for fruits and vegetables. 
The bill would provide standards for these containers with re- 
ward to capacity, but would not prevent the use of all other con- 
tainers for handling and shipping fruits and vegetables insofar 
as they are not already eliminated by present legislation. 

In reporting the bill the Senate Committee calls attention to 
the fact that Congress has already passed laws standardizing 
two other groups of fruit and vegetable containers. The first 
law of this kind, passed in 1912, was a standard apple barrel 
act. Another act adopted in 1915 fixed standards for barrels 
for fruits and vegetables and also provided a separate standard 
for cranberry barrels. In 1916 a law was passed fixing stan- 
dards for grape baskets, berry boxes and for small till baskets 
used for fruits and vegetables. 

These laws eliminated a large number of unnecessary styles 
and sizes of barrels, baskets and boxes. Twenty different ca- 
pacities of hampers are now manufactured and some of these 
sizes are made of such different dimensions that seventy-five 
different hampers are in use. Much the same condition of affairs 
exists with regard to round-stave baskets. For these two types 
it is proposed to establish seven standard capacities, while six 
standard capacities are established for splint baskets. 

A companion measure (H. R. 5677) has been favorably re- 
ported in the House by the House Committee on Coinage, Weights 
and Measures. 

A bill in substantially the same form as the measures now 
pending in the House and Senate was passed by the House of 
Representatives in both the Sixty-seventh and Sixty-eighth Con- 
gresses, 


‘ 
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German Customs Decision Classifies Canned Pineapples 


Canned pineapples in syrup, chemical analysis of which in- 
dicates an average sugar content of 10 per cent, has been clas- 
sified under Item 216 of the German customs tariff covering 
“Canned foodstuffs for finer table use”, and subject to a duty 
of 150 reichsmarks per 100 kilos, by an official! German customs 
decision, according to the Foreign Tariffs Division of the De- 
partment of Commerce. 

This decision states that the conventional rate of 80 reichs- 
marks per 100 kilos on tree fruits cooked with syrup, provided 
for in the commercial treaty with Italy, is not applicable to 
pineapples because these are a tropical fruit. 


Testing of Seed Corn 


Attention has already been called in the Information Letter 
to the desirability of thoroughly testing seed corn for germina- 
tion and for disease occurrence in advance of planting this year's 
acreage. Corn growers will be interested in an experiment, re- 
ported in the proceedings of the Towa Academy of Science, io 
determine whether the common practice of selecting two to six 
kernels at random for the test is reliable. From the experiment 
the following conclusions seem warranted: 

1. The weak and dead kernels are grouped on the cob. 

2. If the actual percentage of germination is either high 
or low, the selection and germination of six kernels will usually 
indicate this fact. 

3. The prevailing method of selecting less than six kernels 
is not reliable. 

4. If the percentage of germination is above 90, there are, 
as a rule, three chances in four that six kernels will give 100 per 
cent. 

5. If the ear shows 90 per cent germination, there is one 
chance in four that six kernels will give 83 per cent. 

6. If the percentage of germination is below 66, no combi- 
nation of six kernels will likely give 83 per cent. 

7. If the percentage of germination is between 66 and 83, 
there is one chance in four that some combination of the six 
kernels will give 100 per cent germination. 


Malayan Pineapple Exports 


Canned pineapple exports from British Malaya in January 
were valued at $608,235, of which $498,342 went to the United 
Kingdom. Shipments to the United States were valued at $5,073. 
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Separate Classification Planned for Canned Berries 


A separate classification for canned berries in the govern- 
ment export statistics is now under consideration by the U. 8S. 
Department of Commerce. At present berries are included with 
“other canned fruits", which has become a considerable item in 
the export figures, and it is understood that berries constitute a 
considerable part of this classification. If the new classification 
is adopted it will be used in both the annual and monthly sta- 
tistics issued by the Department, and will go into effect on Jan- 
uary 1, 1927. 


Imports of Tomato Products from Italy 


During the first quarter of this year imports of Italian to- 
mato paste amounted to 4,414,763 pounds valued at $413,366, a 
decrease of 2,775.853 pounds in quantity and $206,354 in value 
as compared with the corresponding period of 1925. On the 
other hand, imports of Italian canned tomatoes increased 1,137,- 
419 pounds in quantity and $87,170 in value, amounting to 21,- 
662,153 pounds valued at $1,082,893. 


Condition of Retail Trade 


Retail trade in the first quarter of 1926 was larger than 
in the tirst three months of 1925, according to reports compiled 
by the Federal Reserve Board. Department store sales were 
5 per cent larger than in the first quarter of 1925 and in- 
creases occurred in all Federal reserve districts except the 
Minneapolis district. Sales of mail order houses were 7 per 
cent larger and buying at all reporting chain stores also ex- 
ceeded that of last year. Inventories at department stores 
were slightly larger than in the first quarter of 1925, but a rela- 
tively larger increase in sales resulted in a slightly higher rate 
of stock turnover at these stores than in the first three months 
of 1925 

Beef Canned in 1845 Good 


Canned beef found in the Arctic regions on a sledge aban- 
doned by the Franklin expedition in 1845 has been tested by 
Professor Beattie of the Liverpool Bacteriological Laboratories, 
according to a cable from London, and found in good condition. 

Professor Beattie gave several rats a good meal of it, and 
twenty-four hours afterwards he was able to report that the 
rats were “well and happy” and not suffering any ill effects 
from the 81-year-old meat. 
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Bill Would Authorize Cooperative Advertising Agreements 


Under a bill (H. R. 11660), introduced by Representative 
Free, cooperative associations and commercial dealers would be 
authorized to enter into agreements for the advertising of farm 
and food products and to deduct a pro rata amount from the 
purchase price of said products for such purpose. The bill pro- 
vides that any advertising fund so raised should be expended 
under the direction of a committee to be named by such coopera- 
tive associations, producers and commercial handlers, a majority 
of such committee to be divided equitably between members and 
non-members of cooperative associations. 


